Federal Communications
Commission

1919 M Street, NW

Washington; DC 20554

Regaurding PR Docket 92-136

Dear FCC:

_ ORIGINAL
TISCBRA F"_ E

President: Mark'Mayf{eld
1401 Prophetstown Road
Rock Falls, TL 61071
815/625-8038

September 16, 1992

The Illinois State Ciftizen Band Radio Associatton (TSCBRA) is not in

Favor of PR Docket 92-136.

Also agree that this would not be authority to

make a habit of tiefhg up the radio wave useage or intent for playing music

We do agree that there are violaters, but do not believe it is being done

by good people and radio groups.

Sincerely,

Hrrh 7

7
Mark Mayfield

President TSCBRA

RECEIVED
'sEP 2 11992

MAIL BRANCH
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FCC Proposes Relaxatlon of Rules
Regarding Public Service Work

HEEVED

FEDERAL COMAMCATIONS COMMSEON

The FCC has proposed to relax its
rules for amateurs to permit some pub-
lic service communications that are
currently prohibited. The proposed
changes, in PR Docket 92-136, would
give amaleurs greater flexibility in pro-
viding communications for public ser-
vice activities such as parades, fairs,
and races, as well as for certain per-
sonal communications.

The proposed changes were pre-

sented ai an open meeting of the Com-

mission on June 18, 1992, and are
based on recommendations of the
ARRL asoutlined in March, 1992 0ST,
page 62. In order to protect the non-
commercial basis for the amateur ser-
vice, any communications for hire or
for material compensation, direct or
indirect, would continue to be strictly
prohibited.

The FCC’s announcement of the
proposal contains one caveat for ama-
teurs. “While eliminating some of the
existing restrictions would provide the
flexibility to expand public service
activities and satisfy the personal com-
munications interests (of amateurs),
the potential for commercial exploita-
tion and abuse of the amateur service's
allocated frequencies could increase,”
the Commission said.

FCC Personal Radio Branch (PRB)
staffer William Cross told the Con-
missioners that the pecuniary interest
constraints in the current rules often
prohibit public service communica-
" tions by amateurs. Cross said that there
had been several petitions for changes
in the rules, and that the PRB had
chosen the League’s version for pre-
sentation.

-Commissioner James Quello ex-

pressed concemn about any alteration
of the original intent of the Amateur
Radio Service, saying he did not want
anything in the proceeding to endan-
ger the Amateur Radio Service's tradi-
tion of self-regulation.

Quello, and other Commissioners
in turn, then brought up the recent
increase in complain(s from some
amateurs about so-called “indecent”
language on the amateur bands. PRB
Chief Ralph Haller responded by not-
ing that such speech—on broadcast as
well as amateur frequencies — is pro-

. tected by the First Amendmentand isa

gray area.
Haller praised the League for its

recent survey of young amateurs (see
The ARRL Letter, June 10,1992). Haller
noted that PRB and other offices within
the FCC continue to work on the “in-
decency” enforcement issue. Haller
emphasized that it was only a handful
of bad operators that was a( issue. He
said the vast majority of the 560,000
amateurs obeyed the rules, but that
there were a dozen or so bad apples
causing the “indecency” complaints.

(Later, at apress conference, Haller
noted that the issue of language on the
amateur bands had no connection with
the proposal being considered.)

Returning to the matter - hmend-
ing the “business communication™
rules, Commissioner Ervin Duggan
said his interest was in preserving the
original intent of the Amateur Radio
Service, calling the proposed rules
changes “fraught with implications.”
Headvised “extreme caution,” express-
ing the fear of such things as amateurs
transmitting music.

Haller replied that he shared
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no intention to change the character of
the Service. Haller noted an absurdity
in the rules, saying that when he at-
tended an amateur function recently,
his arrival was announced locally on
Amateur Radio — and that was a vio-
lation of the rules!

Finally, Chaisman Alfred Sikes
praised the League for its initiative in
suggesting the rules changes, and said
that Commissioner Quello has been a
supporter of amateursrightalong, while
agreeing with Quello that nothing in
the rules changes should be allowed to
damage the integrity of the Amateur
Service or the fundamental self-polic-
ing aspect of it.

At this point, the Notice of Pro-
posed Rulemaking, incorporating
changes in FCC Rules Part 97.113 as
generally suggestedby the ARRL, was
approved unanimously by the Com-
missioners.

Following the meeting, Haller
was asked several questions, one of
which was whether, for example,
cellular telephone companies would
complain about increased use of
Amateur Radio for personal affairs
involving autopatch or phone patch
use. Haller said that the volume of
this kind of traffic was so small as
not to be a problem, and thatit was an
incidental part of Amateur Radio.

The comment deadline for PR
Docket 92-136 has been set for Octo-
ber 1, 1992, with reply comments due
by December 1. The text of the NPRM
is set for release around July 2.

Additional background on this topic
appears in “It Seems to Us,” on page 9
of QST for December, 1991, :



